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Light List MdtKX40O, John, #635 Currently under private ownership, Lake Buchanan Lighthouse is located on the
Contest Mgt.NF0J, Dave, #439 dam at the south end of the_lake. It was built in 19791983 by-Raymond_ Barker
of Katy, Texas, who also built the concrete house next to the light. The light can
Awards Mdi.WD4BKD, Bob, #5496 be seen from highway TX 29.

So. Amer. RBhU7DSY, #1605

110 ft (33.5 m) square concrete tower with gallery, topped by a
large square observation room. The lighthouse is actually
painted in a red and white checkerboard pattern, but from each
Editorfi Jim, KASUNQ side it appears to have red and white horizontal bands. This
Published twice a year, The lighthouse was not a success commercially; it was repossessed
by a bank in 1990 and deteriorated for years. It appears that
sometime in 2006 -07 it was purchased and restored.

Europe RépGOWZK, Nick, #138
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ARLHS and ILLW

The Amateur Radio Lighthouse Soci-

ety has assumed sponsorship and man-

agement of the International Light-
houseLightship Week Organization.

According to Dave Bergstrom,
ILLW organizer and leader of the
|l LLW Organi zation
fortunate to have the ARLHS, the larg-
est ham lighthouse society in thg
world, contribute its expertise, leader-
ship, and financial support to the
ILLW Organization. The considerable
resources of the ARLHS will aid the
ILLWO in its plans for future expan-

ARLHS & ILLW

It Seems To Me . ..

by
By Jim Elliott, KASUNQ

You just might be addicted to

Ham Radio and Lighthouses if:

1. WheWsu lodk &t £Lighthols€lyeu &n6lw its ARLHS number
from memory.

2. Your cell phone ring tone is a fog horn sending Morse Code.
3. Your favorite vacation spots are always along the coastline.
4. The seagulls at your local lighthouse know your car on sight.

5. When you look around your bedroom of wall  -to-wall mini -lites

and ask oWhy am | still single?6

6. You think the Craighill Channel Upper Range Rear Light looks

sion and activitiepe?dh

7.Your family has no clue what t
after you tell them!

8. The wife and kids are away and the first thing that comes to
mind is oWhat | ighthouse can |

9. When you stop at a Massachusetts Dunkin Donut Shop and the
cops on a coffee break ask if you know The Cape Crusaders.

10. You have photos of lighthouses you have activated as wallpa-
per on your computerds desktop.

The Lighthouse Lens subscription is free with ARLHS member-
ship. Join the 1800 world -wide ARLHS members! See back
page for information. Also available online to members in PDF
format at http://arlhs.com. Printed copies are available to
nonmembers from the publisher for US dlirs $10 + $5 shipping.

0o get

activ
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The

Lake Buchanan Light
by Barry Brewer, WASDTK

Late one evening, about five years ago, while driving
down Texas Highway 29 about 60 miles northwest of
Austin, | came across something totally unexpected. |
was in an area known as
region containing some of the prettiest landscapes in
the state and home to several major lakes that dam up
the Colorado River as it snakes its way to the Gulf of
Mexico. There, along that desolate stretch of four -lane
highway, | stumbled across a lighthouse, standing tall,
beaming its rotating light across the darkened sky.

0The

| was born and raised in Texas, and have traveled ex-
tensively throughout the state, but | had never traveled
this particular highway before nor had | ever seen this
lighthouse. Being an avid ARLHS member and activa-
tor, | was more than intimately familiar with the many
lighthouses that dot the Texas Gulf of Mexico coastline.
Over the years, | Ove made
veston and Houston areas to activate the lights there,
but this was a lighthouse in The Hill Country in the cen-
ter of the state, and that was a total surprise.

When | returned home a few of days later, | immedi-
ately set out to learn more about this Hill Country light-
house. The first place | looked was the World List of
Lights (WLOL) on the
ARLHS web site.
This extensive data-
base is one of the
hallmarks of the
Amateur Radio Light-
house Society and is
f one of the best
sources of informa-
tion on lighthouses available. Listed are literally thou-
sands of lighthouses from around the globe that are

ADIi scoveryo

count

of

recognized as official aids to navigation in their coun-

try of origin. A thorough search of the WLOL revealed

no mention of the lighthouse | glimpsed that dark night
along Route 29.

After visiting a number of lighthouse web sites and

doing some old fashioned library research, a certain
T Cathéinit of Woan&ion%v%%Qanrﬁin% to %me?ge on

that mysterious lighthouse. No longer was this just
ot hat
Country. o It
name. lItis called the Lake
Buchanan Lighthouse,
named, obviously, for the
lake on which it sits. | was
impressed when | read the
history of the light, but
soon became curious as to
why the Lake Buchanan
Lighthouse
the ARLHS World List of
t bights.n\Was itoag of those

of auxao
or simply not really true aid to navigation) that | had
heard of? No, to me, it clearly appeared to be a valid
lighthouse, and thus began my mission to gather infor-
mation to see if the Lake Buchanan Lighthouse could
(or even should) be listed in the WLOL.

rARLHS USAL408 before
ess trips
its recent paint J%b.

Allow me to digress here a moment to provide a little
background on the lake and its lighthouse. Lake Bu-
chanan itself is no small lake, not even by Texas stan-
dards. It was formed in 1937 by the construction of a
two-mile long dam across the Colorado River in Llano
County, just west of the small town of Burnet. With a
shoreline of 124 miles, it is 30 miles long, just under 5
miles wide and covers some 22,211 acres of Texas Hill
Country. The lake is a very popular recreation area,
regularly traveled by literally hundreds of sports fish-
ing and commercial boats and at least one ferry that
carries up to 200 passengers.
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The Lake Buchanan Lighthouse was built in 1983 -84 on the
south end of Lake Buchanan near the west side of the dam
that forms the lake. It was privately constructed by one of
the landowners in the area who had a home near the site.
The lighthouse stands 110 feet tall, and is built primarily of
concrete. Itis currently painted with a red and white
checkered pattern, although the exterior had originally

been white. The structure features a square lantern
house/observation deck at the top.

Under ARLHS guidelines, in order to be listed in the WLOL,
the light must meet two major criteria: (1) the lighthouse
must have served as an actual aid to navigation and (2) the
structure must be physically capable of supporting a ham
radio operation 9 to include the operator(s), the rig, and an
antenna. To be considered for inclusion in the WLOL,
someone must submit an application to the ARLHS (see
page 9 of the ARLHS web site) and include documentation
to substantiate the above criteria. The application is then
vetted through the ARLHS WLOL Committee. After review-
ing the submitted information, the committee recommends
either approval or disapproval to the ARLHS. The WLOL
Committee is made up of five members appointed from the
membership by the ARLHS to ensure that lighthouse nomi-
nations meet ARLHS standards, thus ensuring the integrity
of the WLOL itself.

Demonstrating that the Lake Buchanan Lighthouse was
physically capable of supporting a ham radio operation

was not difficult. A photograph of the lighthouse clearly
shows the size of the structure and the square observation
deck at the top. However, substantiating that the lighthouse
was indeed used as an actual aid to navigation would prove
to be somewhat more challenging.

I'n the United States, t he U.

primary source of lighthouse information. However, the
Light List, Volume 1V, which covers the U.S. Gulf Coast
does not list inland lighthouses in Texas -- it lists only those
on or adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico. Inland lights, such as
USA-1187 Harbor Town Lighthouse at Lake Conroe, Texas,
are not listed. The apparent reason is the U.S. Coast Guard
has no direct responsibility for the truly inland waterways

of Texas. Another primary source for lighthouse informa-

Lake Buchanan LH

tion is the NOAA nautical charts used by mariners. Unfortu-
nately, in Texas, these charts are also limited to the Gulf
Coast. | therefore had to search for other source documen-
tation. Two other sources of lighthouse information are the
Lighthouse Directory web site and the Lighthouse Depot
databases. As luck would have it, the Lake Buchanan Light-
house is listed in both of these databases as an active aid to
navigation from 1983 -1990. It took me some time to gather
all this documentation, but it was eventually forwarded,
along with a completed application, to the ARLHS WLOL
Committee for review. My application for the Lake Bu-
chanan Lighthouse was approved and the lighthouse was
added to the WLOL on November 3, 2010 as ARLHS USA-
1408.

The Lake Buchanan Lighthouse, though privately
owned/operated and officially considered inactive since
1990, still shines today thanks to the private owner. At
night it casts a single rotating green light that is visible
across the vast expanses of the lake -- still providing boats
with the only recognizable location reference for the mari-
nas, private docks, and businesses on the west end of the
Buchanan Dam.

About six weeks after taking its rightful place on the ARLHS
WLOL, | made a return trip out Texas Route 29, to that small
spit of land at the southern end of Lake Buchanan and the
lighthouse now referred to as ARLHS USA-1408. It was my
honor and pleasure to activate the Lake Buchanan Light-

Lake Buchanan Light on the day of its first activation.



(Lake Buchananfi Continued from Page 4)

house for the first time on December 24, 2010, and Dan,
KD3CQ, was the first contact | made from the lighthouse.

This story may seem a bit long, but there is a purpose in
my sharing it with you. While the ARLHS WLOL database
is extensive, there are many lights still out there that
have yet to be included in the WLOL. If you know of one,
or you are just plain lucky enough to stumble across one,
take the time to learn about it. Each light has a story, and
should appropriately be considered for inclusion in the
WLOL. Allit takes is to complete a copy of the applica-
tion form and submit it to president@arlhs.net. Pictures
of the lighthouse being nominated for the WLOL are also
encouraged, since they can give the WLOL Committee a
true visual sense of the structure and its capacity to host
an amateur radio operation. If the application is ap-
proved, it really doesn't change history or make the
lighthouse more important -- but it does give the light a
place in the WLOL and an ARLHS number which then
allows all of us to hopefully work the lighthouse one day
on the ham bands and visit with another place in light-
house history.

Listed below are several of the references used to put my
application together. If you know of a lighthouse not
listed in the WLOL, take a few minutes and consider
nominating it to the ARLHS WLOL Committee. (For more
information on the nomination process, see the article by
KD3CQ elsewhere in the right column on this page.)

http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/pdf/lightLists/LightList%20
V4.pdf

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/OnLineViewer
.html

http://www.lighthousesrus.org/index.htm
http://www.lighthousedepot.com/lite_explorer.asp

http://www.unc.edu/~rowlett/lighthouse/

What O0s
WLOL Anyway?
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By Dan Hatcher, KD3CQ

The ARLHS World List of Lights (WLOL) Committee was
established by ARLHS President Jim Weidner, K2IJXW,
during the Annual 2007 ARLHS Convention held at Cape
May, NJ; five volunteers stepped forward to serve.

The WLOL Committee is not a policy making group, but
is tasked with reviewing or assessing new light propos-
als, as submitted by ARLHS members or the general
public, for inclusion into the WLOL database. The WLOL
Committee also considers questions concerning slight
lighthouse name differences, possible duplications
and/or incorrect database information. It also makes
recommendations for possible solutions.

At present, the WLOL Committee is made up of four
voting members:

Barry, WASDTK, ARLHS #497
Christian, F5IDM/KH6, ARLHS #186
Gordon, VE3XGD, ARLHS #1489
Dan, KD3CQ, ARLHS #979

Other members of the WLOL Committee are:
Jim, K2JXW, President ARLHS #001, serving as vote tie-

breaker, if needed (hasnét
John, KX40, ARLHS #635, is the WLOL Database Man-
ager

Jim, K5JIM, Vice President ARLHS #150, serves in an
advisory capacity.

When a proposal is received by the committee, gener-
ally on the WLOL Application form available on the
ARLHS site, it is logged in, thus initiating the impatrtial

Wi

been
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review process. The information is considered accurate
as submitted, although some research might be needed
to resolve or clarify certain information; committee
members are afforded time to raise questions or provide
each other with supplemental facts uncovered by indi-
vidual research. Once each committee member has had
an opportunity to reach a conclusion following an impar-
tial review and analysis of all the facts and evidence, a
vote is taken and tallied.

If the proposed light is deemed worthy of inclusion in
the WLOL, the positive recommendation is forwarded to
the ARLHS President. During 2010, sixty -six new lights
were added to the WLOL database. Twenty new lights
have already been added this year (2011), mostly from
applications submitted by Carlos, LU7DSY, our ARLHS
South America representative. All these lights were re-
searched and presented in preparation for the annual
South America Lighthouse Weekend held in February.

However, if the light is determined to be unacceptable,
the applicant is so informed. There may be several rea-
sons why the light was determined as unacceptable as
per the ARLHS guidance of what constitutes a light,
based on current definitions, rules, and criteria (see the
ARLHS definitions section and further discussions in FAQ
answers on the web site):

REASONS FOR REJECTION

1. Failure to provide proof that the structure is or was

a valid nautical Aid To Navigation (ATON); i.e., the
proposed light must be or have been listed on an official
government map, chart, or directory as a nautical aid to
navigation (ATON).

2. Failure to demonstrate that the structure is capa-

ble of physically supporting a ham station and opera-

tor at the controls.  Note that this rule is NOT to imply

that the operator and station must be physically present

on the structure, but only that such operation is possible.

Note also that the term Ostruct
made foundation / base that the beacon or light rests

upon.

Applications that contain detailed pictures of the pro-
posed structure greatly aid the review cycle and help to
resolve structure capability questions.

3. The applicant cannot respond to committee requests
for additional information and /or withdraws the ap-

plication. In cases where the applicant does not respond
to requests from the WLOL Committee for clarification
information, the application is placed on hold until addi-
tional information is made available.

From a personal note, serving on the WLOL Committee
has given me a great appreciation of the hard work and
attention to detail that has gone into the early develop-
ment of our WLOL, now numbering some 15,201 lights in
228 call areas (yes, so many lights and so little time to
work them all!!).

Should anyone wish to volunteer to serve on the WLOL
Committee, please contact our President, Jim Weidner,
K2JIXW.

CONTEST Guidelines
Suggestions Encouraged!

There have been several suggestions for improving the
ARLHS contest operating guidelines. We encourage the
membership to send any ideas and suggestions to:

president @arlhs.net

Annual ARLHS Al LLW Or gani zat

ILLW Weekend
August 6 & 7
See Pages 12-14
For Details &

Contest Guidelines
http://ILLW.co.uk
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The ARLHS World List of Lights

(WLOL) Updates

The WLOL has a new feature in the map that is displayed for a particular lighthouse web page,
such as the one found on...

http://wlol.arlhs.com/lighthouse/USA1251.html

A nice, new green icon appears for lights that have WGS84 coordinates and that are deemed ac-
curate by the WLOL reviewers (see AWhatoés With t

Using the controls within the Google Map, zoom out a few clicks till you see Ocracoke, Bodie Is-
land and other Outer Banks lights. More lights and their icons appear. You can click on the icons
to see the web page for that light. Note that some icons are yellow. These are lights with approxi-
mate coordinates that need YOUR HELP nailing down the actual location of the structure. Just
click on the "Refine Coordinates" in the table cell on the left to get to an administrative web page
where you can propose your "better" coordinates.

You have your choice of input coordinates in degree.decimal format, like...
44.375301, -73.231336

...which after one click of the "Check Data" button will convert the values to DD MM SS and popu-
late the red fields. One more click verifies format and turns the fields green. Plus the proposed
bearing and distance of your new position form the old is listed for your evaluation.

If you have DD MM SS along with North/South and East/West info, just type them in and click
"Check Data" to proceed.

When you are satisfied with your new coordinate proposal for a particular lighthouse, click "Submit
Data" for your data to be queued for review by someone on the WLOL team.

Periodically, someone from the WLOL team reviews proposals one by one, including satellite
photo analysis to verify the new data makes sense. We accept the good ones and the WLOL is in-
stantly updated. The Map icon will turn from Yellow to Green on the very next upload.

(Continued on Page 8. . .)


http://wlol.arlhs.com/lighthouse/USA1251.html

Vol. 10 /Issue 1 i Summer 2011

(Continued from Page 7. . .)

WE NEED YOUR HELP

If you activate a light that is hard to verify via Google's amazing satellite photo maps web site or
Google Earth, please take a GPS along with you, set it to WGS84, and record the coordinates.
Later please submit your correction to the WLOL.

Since the WLOL contains entries for lights that no longer exist, it will be especially helpful for
you to provide coordinates from the site of the ruins if at all possible.

In case you were wondering, the WLOL stores WGS84 coordinates with resolution far better
than we really need. So don't be afraid to submit reports accurate to a few meters. However, |
think a good rule of thumb should be to provide coordinates that, if followed by GPS, you can
get out of your car and know you are in front of a lighthouse. Hatteras, ARLHS USA-119, is
pretty hard to miss; Coarse coordinates work fine.

Hatteras' original location, ARLHS USA-1251, is pretty easy to miss; Meter accuracy really
helps with this one.

| hope this makes lighthouse research a little more fun. We really need your help finding out
where these lights are. Your contribution will help the next operator find the lighthouse for fu-
ture activations.

John, KX40
The WLOL Manager

Satellte ; : y . Satellite

Foragy Ry
ox asnoylbn PIO

(,v)ur,-lgv » Man Do
s e Man data @2011 Rannale - Tarma ol Has

From the WLOL web page for Caper Hatteras (NC) light, showing the light at its present location (ARLHS USA -119) and
its former location before it was moved to protect it from being eaten by the sea (ARLHS USA -1251). The yellow marker

shows the Oohistoricd approxi mate | ocati on -8080). Ortlee righbisnasatedf unct
lite view of the same location. The viewer can zoom -in on both these images to see smaller details.
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4 -Tier Member Program

THE ARLHS MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

The ARLHS offers four categories or levels of membership, depending on your interest and desire fgr
commitment. Each level has its own dues structure, ranging from NO yearly dues to a maximum of
US $20/per year. Each level has its own privileges and benefits. Below is a list of the four levels wit
their requirements, followed by a fuller description of each.

BASIC MEMBER

Low, onetime registration fee (US $5.00 domestic/$7.50 DX), no yearly dues. Minimum benefits.
INACTIVE MEMBER

Small initial registration fee (US $5.00 domestic & DX). Yearly dues of only US $10.

ACTIVE MEMBER

Full benefits and privileges. Domestic & DX ondime registration of $5.00. Yearly dues of $20.
LIFE MEMBER

Payment of $500 ($250 for those over age 65) after approval by Board of Directors

1. BASIC MEMBER

The ARLHS o0Basi c Member s h-tinpedegistratigrnufée ofory $8.000U8a l |
dlirs ($7.50 for DX applicants outside USA and Canada). This fee covers the cost of process-

ing the application, and is paid only once for the entire life of the Basic Membership. After

that there are NO annual dues or additional fees of any kind. To apply, go to

http://arlhs.com/join -basic.html and fill out the Basic Member Application Form . Send it

as postal mail with payment to ARLHS Hdq, 114 Woodbine Ave, Merchantville, NJ 08109

USA. Be sure to include your E -Mail address.

Basic Memberships are available via Postal Mail only, with payment by cash or check
drawn on a USA bank. After we receive your application, we'll send your life  -time unique
ARLHS member number and other information via e -mail. The Basic Membership allows you
to use your member number, participate in ARLHS events, qualify for Society discounts
where applicable, and use the ARLHS logo on QSL cards, etc. For additional privileges, you
can upgrade to the olnactiveo or OFull 6 Members
next page.
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2. INACTIVE MEMBER

The Al nactive Member shi p osomeefthe ARLHSDenéfits and priilegesbutw h o
do not want a longime commitment and want to pay only the minimum yearly dues of $10.00 US dlIrs.
There is an initiabnetimeregistration fee of $5.00, plus the fiygtar's dues of $10 (the registration fee is

for thefirst year onlyd after that you pay only $10 yearly).

The Inactive Member level allows all of the ARLHS Basic Member benefits described above, plus it adds
additional benefits, such as access to most ARLHS web site features. This level is also applicable to those
former Active Membensho have let their memberships lapse or have not paid the yearly deesn for a
period of many years. The Inactive Membership level reactivates your membership and retains your original
membership number, but it does not include the full Active Membership privileges available to members at
the next Il evel. You may apply for Alnactiveodo st at
inactive.htmld Here you will be able to apply for or renew the ARLHS Inactive Membersip.

3. ACTIVE MEMBER

Thisis the fulme mber A Activeo | evel wiimeé WS $a.00 regidirationeefe (far s . |
both DX and USA) and thereafter an annual dues payment of $20.00 US dlirs. It provides full member privi-
leges, including all those described for the lower levels of membership, plus reduced costs on awards, certifi-
cates, and member supplies; a-ftdlor embroidered logo shoulder patch; use of exclusive ARLHS logo on
QSLs and stationery; full web site privileges; and many other benefits. In some instances it also provides a
discount on the annual ARLHS convention. Active Memberships can be applied for by either of the two meth-
ods described at http://arlhs.com/j@ative.html Renewals can also be completed on that page.

3. LIFE MEMBER

This special category is available to currently active members attinmméee of $500. There is a reduced

rate of $250 for Senior Citizens showing proof of being over age 65. Lifetime Memberships require approval
of the Board of Directors. For details and a amaubscription form, go to the web page at

http://arlhs.com/join -life.html
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PLEASE PRINT

| wish to apply for a new ARLHS / ILLW membership at the level indicated. | understand that
this level offers a lifetime ARLHS member number and authority to use the ARLHS logos on
QSLs and on stationery and other media, such as web sites and stationery, as long as | main-
tain my membership. | further understand that after the initial registration, there are NO ad-
ditional registration fees and only the yearly dues will be assessed as indicated..

Name Call Sign

Street Address

City State / Province

Postal Code / ZIP Country Telephone

E-Mail Address

Date of Birth (DD/MM/YYYY) (optional except for Life Membership)

[ ] | amapplying for the BASIC LEVEL of membership with a one -time registration fee
of US $5.00 (Canada and USA) or $7.50 (outside of USA). At the Basic Level there are NO fur-
ther payments or yearly dues unless | change my member status.

[ ] 1am applying for the INACTIVE LEVEL of membership, with a registration fee of

$5.00 and yearly dues of $10.00

[ ] lamapplying for an ACTIVE LEVEL membership. Registration fee = $5.00 + the first -
year dues of $20.00, for a total of US dlirs $25.00

| have read and agree to the conditions and terms as outlined above. Enclosed is my regis-
tration and dues payment in the amount of $ in the form of cash , money
order # , or check #

If you have any questions, you may call 856 -486-1755 during business hours, 9 AM fi 5 PM
Eastern Time.

Please send this form, along with your payment, to:
ARLHS, 114 Woodbine Ave, Merchantville, New Jersey 08109 -1854 USA
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The 18th Annual

ARLHS / ILLW Y
Lighthouse-Lightship Weekend

The Amateur Radio Lighthouse Society, 1800 members strong, is
sponsoring its 18th annual ILLW (International Lighthouse -
Lightship Weekend) on Augqust 6 & 7 .

Operating guidelines and scoring details can be found at either of
the ILLW Organization web sites:

http://illw.org or http://illw.co.uk

This annual QSO Party is held in conjunction with the

International Lighthouse -Lightship Week,

Auqgust 1 through August 8 ,
and the

National Lighthouse Day,
August 7th .

Further lighthouse information is on the ARLHS web site at
http://arlhs.com



http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=70526513&msgid=943163&act=Q6JD&c=366125&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fillw.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=70526513&msgid=943163&act=Q6JD&c=366125&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fillw.co.uk
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=70526513&msgid=943163&act=Q6JD&c=366125&destination=http%3A%2F%2Farlhs.com
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ILLW

International Lighthouse -Lightship Week
August 1 through August 8

International Lighthouse -Lightship Weekend
August 6 & 7
National Lighthouse Day

ILLW QSO Party i August6 & 7
Operating Guidelines and Logging

PURPOSES:

To promote public awareness of ham radio and lighthouses; to contribute to the recognition that lighthouses,
lightships, and their keepers deserve; to foster camaraderie within the ham fraternity; and to provide fellowship
amongst the members of the Amateur Radio Lighthouse Society

DATES & TIMES:

0001 hrs UTC on  August 6th through 2359 hrs UTC on August 7, 2011

The dates now include August 7th, widely regarded as "National Lighthouse Day," a day when many lights hold
open house for the public. NOTE: Hereatfter, the first week in August each year, beginning August 1st through
August 8th, will be known as "International Lighthouse -Lightship Week (ILLW)."

SUGGESTED MODES & CALLING FREQUENCIES:

Any and all modes : SSB, CW, RTTY, PSK, FM, SSTV, etc.

Suggested SSB fregs: 195031990, 3950-3990, 7250-7290, 14.250-14.290, 21.350-21.390, 28.350-28.390
(Calling on the centered 0.70 kHz on each band: Example: 14.270.)

Suggested CW center fregs: 1830, 3530, 7030, 14.030, 21.030, 28.030

These are center calling frequencies. Work 20 kHz each side of center.

Digital modes: 1838, 3580, 7035, 10.040, 14.070, 18.100, 21.080, 24.920, 28.070

Slow Scan TV (SSTV): 14.230, 14.233

RTTY: 14.080 and other standard RTTY frequencies.

The frequencies above are suggestions only and are based on the USA band plan.

You are free to use whatever frequencies your country and license class allow.
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SCORING:

IMPORTANT: Answers to some common scoring questions can be found on the ARLHS Scoring FAQ page at
http://arlhs.com/scoring.html

Each contact (member or nonmember) = 1 pt.

*** Add an additional 1 point if contact is on CW, SSTV, or digital modes.
Add 2 points additional if contact is with an ARLHS member

Add 3 points additional if contact is with a lighthouse or lightship

BONUSfor activating a light: As an incentive for participants to activate a light beacon, we are instituting a multi-
plier. If you activate a lighthouse or lightship under the rules of the ARLHS, you qualify for an additional 2x mul-
tiplier of your total score (as determined above). If for example your base score is 600 points and these were all
accumulated by your operation at one of the recognized ARLHS lights (see the ARLHS World List), multiply your
600 points x 2 = 1200 points final score. This will be indicated on the final scoring cover sheet, which MUST be
attached for log to qualify ? see section below under "Log Submissions" for detailed guidelines about submitting
your log and score sheet.

A sample log sheet in Microsoft Excel (XLS) format can be found on the ARLHS web site, but you can use what-
ever format is most comfortable for you. You do NOT have to use the sample log sheet, provided that all the

usual, pertinent information is obvious.  Whatever log format you use, you MUST always attach as a top sheet a
Scoring Summary Cover Sheet (see http://arlhs.com/score -coversheet.html) as the cover sheet for each log.
See "Log Submissions" below for more logging details.

Scoring Example:

You work ARLHS member #155 who is at lighthouse ARLHS USA-701.

Your score for this contact is 1 pt for the contact, plus 2 points

for working a member, plus 3 points for working a lighthouse.

Total score for this QSO = 6 points.

Answers to some other common scoring questions can be found on the Scoring FAQ page at
http://arlhs.com/scoring.html

EXCHANGES:

ARLHS members send call sign, member number, and state/province/country

Non-members send call, sequential contact number, and state/province/country

Lighthouse/Lightship Stations send call, ARLHS lighthouse name, ARLHS number, and state/province/country

NOTE: A numbered list of ARLHS lighthouses is available from page 10 of the Society's web page at
http://arlhs.com

Log submission deadline date: Postmark by August 31.

Send logs to the Contest Manager:

Dave Ruch, NF@J, P.O. Box 20696, Bloomington, MN 55@296
Prior registration is NO LONGER required for this event.
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My Rig-in-a-box

By Steve Balliette KDOETC

From a distance, | may look a lot like any other Minnesota outdoorsman on his way to the lake for a day of fishing.

I dm carrying what | ooks I|Iike a |l arge fishing tackle box and an
di scovers everything is not as it s e<¢nrashoxinYrelhand anegmy ahtéhva@olegiot my ¢
the other and | &m headed off to activate a |ighthouse for the /

This whole idea of a rig -in-a-box evolved about two years ago when | retired and earned my General ticket. | had
hopes of operating from my condo and was successful to some extent, as | operated 2 meter packet and digital modes in my
capacity as a member of the St. Louis County Department of Health Emergency Radio group. | even participated in a number
of the drills using my HT. It was then | started having thoughts of expanding to HF.

e ——

Unfortunately, like many before me, | ran into that
stumbling block known as oOant ¢
year | tried every type of stealth antenna | could dream up for
inside, for outside, even up in the attic. | did make some HF
contacts, but they were few and only seemed to happen when
the other station had a reall
decision was made to focus on mobile and portable operation.

When you think of portable you think of something
small and light, but ( Figure -1) with the ability to carry all the
essentials with a minimum of effort. | had this plastic tool box
left over from my boating days and felt it was ideal for the pro-

< Left ( Fig. 1) and Above (Fig 2) N & Overviews of the box

. ject | had in mind: fitting my Yaesu FT -857D and everything

¢ ' necessary into it to create a self -contained communications unit.

— s 'OK, what do | mean by necessary? We
- : ' power supply, a way to attach and tune my antenna, plus en-

: lose all the proper cables, switches and connectors need to

- make it all work.

s

The tool box is made from heavy duty plastic and

measures 196 x 96 x 96. The first i
i the FT-857 and that ( Figure -2 ) was situated in the bottom of the

~ box by using its own mount bolted to the floor. Next up was my
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MFJ259 antenna analyzer which fit snugly into the box lid, next to the FT -857 control head. My antenna tuner of choice, the
MFJ904 Deluxe Travel Tuner, slid in vertically at one end of the box, while a fuse box and various antenna switches and con-
nectors occupied the other end and back panel.

Now | had to power all this stuff. At first | F

tried using a small SLA battery,( Figure -3) but
soon switched to a stack of Nickel Metal Hy-
drides when it became evident the SLA could not
provide sufficient voltage to run the rig at 100
watts. You have to remef§
tight space here and with all the batteries, wires, .
metal cases and ground wires, something was
sure to give. When the smoke finally cleared, the
electrical supply and distribution system was
rebuilt incorporating more fuses and switches,
better plugs and better thought out wire routing.

Figure 3 Batteries >

k3

.

Another thing that comes to mind when considering
portable operation is what type or style of antenna to use. | am
fortunate that | have two choices; a vertical mounted on the roof
of my car or a ( Figure -4 )13 foot center loaded vertical for when
| set up outside the car. The car vertical was developed using a
gumbal |l drilled base, 3/ 86 al umi
and a left over stinger from an old Ham Stick | had little success
with. Quick disconnects allow me to remove either the whole
thing or just the whip as needed.

Over the years, | have experimented with wire dipoles,
center loaded rigid dipoles, long wires and verticals, but have
come to prefer my 13 foot center loaded vertical for all my port-
able -in-the-park and lighthouse operations. The base is a 5 foot
aluminum mast supporting homemade coils. The top section is
variable, depending on the band.
from Radio Shack works well on 20 meters, while | have shorter
rods for the higher bands. Some of these require capacitive
caps to lower the resonant frequency but they are cumbersome
to transport and use. Here again, quick disconnects are used for
fast assembly and portability.

< Figure 4 fi the vertical antenna
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